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Physicians in active practice are always in need of some'hing to supply a new demand in 
the shape of remedies and appliances, and will, perhaps, find, by reading our advertising 
_ pages, a guide to just what they need. Some of these advertisements are being changed 
evcry month. Keep your eye on them. : 
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MONSTROSITY. 


‘BY N. W. WILLIAMS, M. D., LEMOORE, CAL. 


AxovuTt noon, October 6, 1885, I was called to see Mrs. A 
who had been in the habit of aborting about the fourth or fifth 
month, and who, her husband, who came for me, said, was having 
uterine hemorrhage accompanied by slight bearing down pains 
I repaired at once to her bedside, distant about one and a half 
miles from my office. 

On arriving I found the hemorrhage still continuing though the 
dischafge was not profuse. I made a digital examination and 
found the external os dilated sufficiently to admit the point of the 
index finger, but the internal os would not permit the digit to 
enter. In order to arrest the apparently threatened abortion, I 
ordered the patient to remain in the recumbent position, and pre- 
scribed a combination of viburnum prunifolium and viburnum 
-opulus equal parts; dose a half a teaspoonful every two hours. 
After seeing the patient fairly comfortable, I returned home. _ 

The next day, about three o’clock in the afternoon, I was called 
again, and in great haste, with the information that my patient 
was flooding profusely. I went at once, but on arriving found 
that the alarming hemorrhage had ceased, but there were regular 
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expulsive throes, and on digital examination I found the membranes 
protruding from the external os with each contraction. 

The pains from this time on were regular and efficient and in’ 
about five hours from the time of my arrival a monstrosity differ_ 
ent in appearance from any I had ever heard of, was expelled. 

I will describe it from the head downwards, to the best of my 
ability. The left eye and cheek were, to all appearances, nearly 
normal, but the head was pointed, or cone-shaped, towards the 


vertex, and flattened from before backward. The right side of 


the face was covered by a transparent membrane which wag 
attached to the roof of the mouth and drawn upward and_back- 
ward, raising the right angle of the oral cavity. This membrane 
passed upward and backward, following the course of the occipito- 
frontalis muscle over the right side of the cranium, and, passing 


downward on the posterior aspect, entered an oval opening in the 


spinal column which existed between the fifth cervical and fourth 


dorsal vertebre. On the back it became a sack, containing a thick 


substance of the color of liver. 
The right eye was situated in the frental region well up toward 
the crown, and the nose was reversed, its tip, which was flattened, 


lying on the forehead. The upper extremities were webbed like 
the wings of a chicken from the lower third of the arm to the 


upper third of the forearm. The legs were folded backward upon 


the buttocks, so that the — surfaces of the feet were in con- 


tact with the nates. 
The patient thought she was about four and a half anonths 


pregnant. The monstrosity would probably weigh two and a 


half or three pounds. It was probably not less that six months, 


for the external organs of generation—female—were well de- 


veloped. 


AGAINST THE BROOM. 


BY LYMAN WATKINS, M. D. 


THE inventive genius of man has given to the world many 
labor-saving machines, and has done much. toward lightening the 
work of woman in many ways. But there are stil] some of these 


] 
| 
i 
| 
| 
a 
\ 
a! 
p 
. 
i} 
4 
i? 
ii 
f 
7 
if 
| 
ut ‘ 
Ay 
a 
bh, 
i 
thie 
iW 
ry 
t 
\ 
| 
4 
‘ 
He 
ioe 
‘ 


AGaInst THE Broom. 


woman-killing relics of a past age in use. The common house- 
hold broom is an implement almost universally used by rich and 
poor, in city and country. This broom is a back-breaking, uterine- 


disease-creating instrument, upon which there has never been 


much improvement, It is still the same. slim-handled, heavy- 
bottomed broom of our childhood, closely associated with the 
slipper erstwhile it was our mother’s duty to apply to our under-> 
sitting. I have watched the broom from youth to old age, and 
believe it to belong to that class of things which, like the Chinese, 
ought to go. The broom when being used raises a foul dust 
which the user must unavoidably inhale, thereby producing dis- 
ease of the nasal passages, throat, and lungs by its irritating 
qualities; also if any bacteria microbes or bacilli of tuberculosis 
or other contagious disease should be lying about the room in a 


dry state the sweeper is first to inhale them. The stooped and 


strained position required by the sweeper, puts the muscles of the 
back in an unnatural and uncomfortable position, thus causing - 
weak back and other concomitant ills, such as prolapsus ateri, - 
and all manner of female debility and discomforts. It would 
seem that the race that 1s intelligent enough to substitute for the 
slow process of the primitive needle, the sewing machine ae 
of hundreds of stitches per minute, should be able to. substitute, . 


for the broom a labor-saving : and easy-going machine that would | 


perform the duty of the broom with neatness and dispatch, It 
is striking what an unsatisfactory implement the broom is for 


the purpose for whichit is intended. That purpose is the cleans- 
ing and scrubbing of our floors. Now as to sweeping, as a gen- 


eral thing, it is nothing more than the raising of the dust and 


dirt from our floors so that it rests upon tables, books, bric-a-brac, 


and shelves, which all will admit is a very much more unfit and 


conspicuous place for it. As for scrubbing, there are con- 


trivances much better for that purpose than the broom. I am 
not an inventor and have nothing better to offer, but I am sure 
something much better for all broomful purposes is discoverable. 
Although this may seem a’simple matter, the sympathizing heart 
cannot fail to be moved when witnessing the frail housewife toil- 


ing her life out with one of these health-destroying articles. oe 


Away with the broom! Broom-corn, avaunt! 
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OXYGEN TREATMENT. 


‘THE article of Dr. Sims in the July number of the journal 


contributes a valuable experience in illustration of the value of — 


the oxygen treatment, but fails to give the reader any clear idea 
of the agent or agents which are used, bees that they are 
“secret, that can be procured by purchase only.” 

- Not believing that there are any very important secrets in this: 
ale, as gases of therapeutic value are open to investigation by 
all, and have been carefully investigated and extensively used, I 
suppose a few suggestions concerning the gases that have proved 
so beneficial would be welcomed by the reader. _ iis 

The very valuable results which claim the attention of all en- 
lightened physicians, have been effected by the use of oxygen gas, 
nitrous oxide gas, peroxide of hydrogen, and the form of oxygen 


called ozone. These remedies and their combinations are so very 
valuable that no Eclectic Ania should fail to add them to me 
resources, 


The value of simple oxygen gas is not a new idea; it has been 
investigated and amply described during the last eighty years by 
many eminent physicians, since the time of Dr. Beddoes, the pio- 
neer advocate of oxygen, but their writings have not attracted 


the attention of the slow-moving profession. The opinion of 


Professor Birch, of Manchester, that oxygen gas is a “curative in a 
variety of intractable diseases, otherwise incurable by any known 


- means,” and “is capable of far more extensive range in its appli- 


cation to the rational treatment of chronic diseases than perhaps 


_ any other remedy,” was published about thirty years ago. This 


opinion was sustained by the reports from various sources of its 
value in asthma, dyspnea, asphyxia, dyspepsia, chronic dysentery, 
scrofula, hysteria, female diseases, spinal deformities, neuralgia, 
skin diseases, epilepsy, malignant tumors, cardiac disorders, 


insomnia, and headache, 
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This concurrent testimony is still siahaliied ty the most recent 
reports, Dr. Lothrop reports, in the Southern California Practi- 
tioner for May, the encouraging results of oxygen treatment in a 
hundred cases. A French author, Demarquay, reports beneficial 
results in diabetes and senile gangrene; and Professor DaCosta 
reports beneficial results in chlorosis, in low fevers and convales- 
cence from them, and in dyspnea. 

. Surely no.progressive physician can neglect s SO extensively use- 
ful an agent which from its nature is highly beneficial in many 


cases in which there is no serious disease, but simply an impair- 
ment of health. Dr. S. 8. Wallian, of New York, says: “A few 
weeks’ judicious use of the oxygen treatment (by which I don’t 
mean merely a few daily inspirations of unmodified oxygen gas) 


will usually be followed by increased activity of the digestive, 


assimilative, and excretory functions ; hence follows relief of } 
chronic constipation, and return of normal appetite; dyspnea 


from any cause relieved (severe asthma not excepted, the treat- 
ment proving almost a specific); softening and resolution of mor- 
bid deposits of any character, whether lymphous, tuberculous, 
or cancerous; habitual headaches and neuralgias of almost every 
form—even chronic sciatica—cured or materially alleviated; 

marked increase in the breathing capacity; progressive ‘toning 
up’ of the muscular and nervous systems; restoration of voice in 
some cases of nervous aphonia and lost vocal power; removal of 
neurasthenic conditions; relief of inveterate insomnia; invigora- 


tion of injured or declining virile power; and in a word, increased 
mental and physical vigor. Nor are these results merely tempo- 


rary, as from stimulation. They are essentially permanent and 
substantial.’’ 

Is there anything in the whole materia of one- 
half as much can be said? Dr. Wallian has published his views 


in an instructive pamphlet of fifty-two pages, which may be ob- 
tained by sending twenty-five cents to the publisher, Charles | 


Beseler, 218 Center Street, New York. 


The effects of which he speaks in the foregoing statement were 


produced by oxygen gas, not alone, but in combination with the 
much more powerful nitrous oxide gas, now called nitrogen 
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monoxide. This is not only the most wholesome and efficient of 
anesthetics, but, administered in moderation, the most powerful 
and delightful of stimulants, and most efficient of remedies for 
various chronic diseases. The neglect of this remedy by the med- 
ical profession has enabled non-medical speculators in New 
England to make a handsome sum by supplying ib to families as 
a wonderful and mysterious panacea. 

Dr. Wallian says: “ Some enterprising but unscrupulous pre- 


i tenders ‘ discovered ’ the so-called ‘ oxygenized air,’ which a dozen — 


years ago was extensively advertised as a cure-all. ‘Rights’ to 
manufacture and administer it (!) were sold to gullibles for -a 

round sum, the process of generating it being bunglingly disguised 
by the addition of ferri carbonate or other inert coloring material 
to the ammonium nitrate used. Even to this day a firm in Phil- 


_ adelphia is still harping on the miraculous alchemy of ‘compound — 


oxygen.’ What their office remedy may be I don’t know, but 


_ the trash they send to their mail correspondents, calling it ‘home 


treatment,’ is a barefaced swindle and utterly worthless,—being 
nothing more than a weak solution of the nitrates of — and 


ammonium, or of ammonium muriate and St. Croix rum.’ 


A western quack supplies his dupes with a “ compound oxygen 


treatment,” by furnishing a solution of nitrate of ammonium to 


be used in aninhaler. As the salt. is not volatile, the value of 
the treatment would depend on the patient curing him self by 


There is no secret in the preparation of either oxygen, nitrous 


oxide, peroxide of hydrogen, or ozone, or in making compounds 


by combining them. Any physician can prepare his own nitrous 


oxide gas from pure nitrate of ammonia, by placing the salt in a 
glass retort over a lamp, and conducting the glass as evolved 


through a tube into.a bell glass over water, from the neck of 
which it may be inhaled through any convenient tube. Three 
ounces of the nitrate will furnish over five gallons of the exhil- 
arating gas. The gas comes over as the nitrate melts at the tem- 
perature of 400°, and must be closely watched to regulate the 
temperature, as too high a temperature would produce white 
vapors containing injurious products. The gas, before using it, 
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should be carefully washed in warm alkaline water, containing a 
little caustic potash or soda, and also in a weak solution of sul- 
phate of iron, to remove any nitric oxide that might have been 
produced by too great heat.. Warm water is used because 
cold water absorbs a considerable quantity. A solution of com- 
_ mon salt will also hinder this absorption. 

An agent so powerful, and with ordinary prudence so free from 
danger or injurious effects, would seem to be the beau ideal of 
remedies. Nevertheless, as fifteen or twenty respirations produce 


insensibility, it is clear that very,few respirations should be used — 
for its best renovating effects, and that it should seldom be used | 


to the entire exclusion of air. But even the dangers of its ex- 
cessive use are counteracted, according to the experiments of Dr. 
Klikowitsch, of St. Petersburg, and Dr. Bert, of Paris, by ¢ com- 
bining it with twenty per cent of oxygen. — 

_ Medical gases should be regarded not as a dose to be taken per 
ge, but simply as a beneficial addition to the air we breathe. A 
valuable method which has been neglected is the manufacture of 
a few gallons of oxygen and of nitrous oxide to improve the 
atmosphere of the patient’s sleeping chamber, especially if it is 
small and poorly ventilated. 

As a general rule, to secure the best results, the bell glass, jar, 
tank, or bladder, from which the gas is inhaled should be one- 


half or two-thirds filled with atmospheric air; the remaining half 


or third being a compound of oxygen and nitrous oxide, generally 
in equal quantities, but varying according to indications—one of 


oxygen to two of nitrous oxide, or two of oxygen to one. When 


the patient is of a sensitive and impressionable constitution, I 


would prefer six of atmospheric air, two of oxygen, and one of 
nitrous oxide, reserving the stronger combinations for: more 


robust and insensible constitutions. Restorative or invigorating 
-- treatment should never approach anesthesia, Three to five full 
inspirations of the proper mixture, with an interval of five min- 
utes between them, may be practiced twice or thrice a day. Dr. 


‘Wallian advises once a day as a general rule, but I think a © 


weaker compound and more frequent inhalation preferable. The 


inhalation at night, before retiring, is an admirable preparation , 
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for rest. I have no fear of injury from too frequent repetition, , 
if the quantity of nitrous oxide in the gas is reduced in propor- 
tion to the frequency. In the proportions above named (six, two, 
and one), three or four repetitions daily would be -better than 
one; the inspirations not generally exceeding five at each sitting, 
though some are benefited by ten or twenty. 

_ In this respect my apprehensions have been entirely removed 
by witnessing the effects of a medicated nitrous oxide invented 


and introduced by Dr. U. K. Mayo, a Boston dentist. The med- 


icating liquid consisting chiefly of a preparation of hops, seems 
to have a valuable influence, so that it is more soothing, and more 
readily produces anesthetic effects. At any rate, experiments on 
rabbits show that they can respire this medicated gas much 
longer without fatal results than the pure nitrous oxide; and the 

Mayo compound anesthetic is being extensively used in dental 
and surgical operations in this region, and is used by patients 
without regard to the precautions which Dr. Wallian considers 


necessary. The Mayo compound is generally regarded by those 


who have used it as safer and more pleasant than the simple 
nitrous oxide. It is furnished by the manufacturer compressed 
in cylinders at five dollars the hundred gallons. _I have seen a 
female patient have all her upper teeth extracted under the influ- 
ence of this gas, ynconsciously—feeling entirely well as soon as 
consciousness returned, immediately after the operation. Dr. 


Moore, who was kept insensible for twenty-six minutes, while 


undergoing an operation by the famous surgeon, Dr. Thorndike, 
of Boston, stated that he felt entirely normal in all respects, on 
recovering consciousness, and continued without any unpleasant 
effects after the removal of a tumor as large as a quart bowl. 
Oxygen gas, which should always be combined with the nitrous 


oxide, is not difficult to manufacture. Equal parts of chlorate 


of potash and bichloride of manganese, mixed and placed in a 


glass or copper retort, will give off oxygen freely when heated 


by alamp. The gas may be conducted by a tube into the vessel 
over water which is to hold it. 

Pure oxygen gas (strangely omitted from our dispensatory), 
without having the wonderful and instantaneous energy of the. 
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nitrous oxide, has that gradual and permanent renovating power 
to which we are indebted for the authentic reports of its success 
in more than twenty important diseases. Trousseau speaks of it: 
as having recalled to life women “regarded as lost,” from the 
effects of hemorrhage and exhaustion. Professor Lashkevitch, of 
Kharkov, reports marvelous results from oxygen inhalations in 
puerperal convulsions about a year ago. Dr. A. H. Smith, of 
New York, in his prize essay (1870), says: “Small quantities of 
oxygen inhaled daily, frequently have the effect of stimulating 
the appetite to a remarkable degree,’’ and producing a gain in 
weight; and Dujardin Beaumetz reported to the Therapeutic 
Society of Paris, last year, the excellent effects in the restoration 
of lost appetite from drinking water charged with oxygen gas: ~ 
Surely there is no article in the materia medica at all compara- 
ble with compounds of oxygen and nitrous oxide judiciously ad- 
ministered. 
Oxygen is the natural germicide whether in the form of simple 
oxygen, ozone, or peroxide of hydrogen. The experiments of — 
Pasteur and Professor Law show that disease germs lose their 
virulence by contact with the oxygen of the atmosphere, and we 
cannot reasonably doubt that the effect of oxygen passing round 
in the circulation of the blood will be similar. Observation of 
ozone and peroxide of hydrogen has made this certain. The 
peroxide has shown itself in the St. Louis Hospital of Paris pref- 
erable to carbolic acid; and in its application to suppurating 
surfaces it has an extraordinary power of changing the morbid 
character of.the pus and restoring healthy granulations. Asa 
germicide it is unsurpassed. Even inhalation of simple oxygen, 
according to Demarquay, gave a more healthy character to sup- 
purating wounds on the extremities of animals. One part of the 
peroxide in two thousand, according to Professor Wood, of King’s 
College, London, checks the — of bacteria and com- 
mencement of putrefaction. 
Another valuable form of oxygen treatment is the use of ozone, 
a modification of oxygen. This is well known to be the great 
atmospheric purifier to which all healthy climates are indebted 
for their salubrity. Supplied by electric clouds, by oceans and 
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forests, it consumes the malaria which would otherwise render 
the earth uninhabitable by man. There is nothing better than 
ozone to purify the air of our dwellings. I have been accustomed 
to maintain a supply in the house by placing a stick of phosphorus 
in a jar of water, and leaving as much of the phosphorus exposed 
above the water as was required to generate a sufficient supply. 
This measure should be. adopted in every sick chamber and in 
every place suspected of impurity of air. 

_ If ozone conquers the causes of disease in the atmosphere, it 
ought to do the same in the human body; and it would make this 
essay too long to recite the testimony of eminent physicians of 
France, Germany, and Austria, to its remarkable curative powers. 
I could barely mention Dr. Behrens, President of the Medical 
AKtiological Society of Berlin, Dr. Simonsohn, Vice-President, 
Professors Nasse, Carius and Ludwig, Professor Friedrichs, Privy 
‘Counselor, Professor Fieber, Dr. Klenkes, Prof. W. Weldmann, 
of Berlin, Professor Mchl, of Heidelberg, Professor Preyer, of Jene, 

_ Professor Peters, of the University of Berlin, and Count Schlief- 
fenbourg; as conspicuous advocates of the value of ozone water. 
Without referring to other eminent Germans and German socie- 
ties, or its indorsement in other countries, or to the remarkable 
cures which have been published, I may claim that its great value 
is-well established abroad, though but little used yet in America. 

Ozone has demonstrated its value in the cure of syphilis, in 
the treatment of gangrenous wounds, and specific ulcers, in the 
recovery of dogs when dying from prussic acid poisoning, as re- 
ported by Professor Preyer, of Jena; in producing beneficial 
effects in scarlet fever, diphtheria, typhus and other fevers; in 
diseases of the spinal cord, when used both internally and by 

. inhalation. A very remarkable case was the cure of paralysis of 
the lower limbs in Dr. Waldmann, an eminent physician of Berlin, 
by four weeks of ozone treatment, after trying every known rem- 
edy and having suffered twenty years from disease of the spinal 
cord. He has therefore been an earnest advocate of ozone treat- — 
ment, especially for affections of the nervous system. Its success 
is claimed in gout and rheumatism, in jaundice and diabetes, and 
indeed much more than the reader would be inclined to believe 
without accurate, detailed statements. 
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Ozone and the peroxide of hydrogen are both soluble in water, 
and evaporate so freely as to make them available, for inhalation, 
while equally available for administration by mouth as liquids. 


They are often appropriate in similar cases. The greater the de- 


generacy of the fluids and _selids, the further the departure from 


healthy conditions, the more necessary is it to introduce the ozone 
or the peroxide—the latter having the greatest antiseptic or purify- 


ing power. Ozone appears tobe intermediate between the peroxide | 


and oxygen in its influence. I regard the nitrous oxide as the 


great nerve stimulant, oxygen as the general renovator, ozone as- 


the renovating purifier, and the peroxide as the purifier par ex- 
_ cellence. In many cases all will be required in combination, and 


all may be combined in inhalations, or in the form of liquids, as 


they are all soluble in water, with the drawback that a solution 
of the peroxide requires to be kept at a temperature below 60°, 


and ozone also should be protected from light and warmth. One 


of the advertisers of ‘“‘compound oxygen” in Chicago evidently 
uses the peroxide, as he claims that meat will not keep long in 
water containing oxygen gas, but will be perfectly sweet and agg 
manently preserved in water containing his “ compound oxygen.” 
It is for such “ secrets” that the ignorant pay. 
_ In this very hasty and imperfect glance at a great subj ect, it is 
apparent that oxygen is perhaps the noblest of therapeutic agents, 
and in its three forms, the gas, the peroxide, and the ozone, it has 
the common character of rousing vitality, destroying morbific 
elements, purifying the fluids, increasing all the normal operations 
of life, and rousing the nervous system; while in its combinations 
with nitrogen (the protoxide), it acquires an overwhelming power 
of rapid absorption nervous stimulation, general invigoration, and 
finally aneethesia. | 
The proper combination and use of these four agents will add 

immensely to the success of our practice; and I am sure from ex- 
periments that there are very important results attainable, which 
have not been mentioned by any writers, but I prefer not to 
mention them in this paper.—Joseph Rodes Buchanan, M. D., 
in Eclectic Medical Journal. 
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DILATING THE UTERINE CAVITY, VULLIET’ s 
NEW METHOD OF. 


[Translated from the Nouvelles Archives D’obstetrique et de Gynzecologie.] 


THE object of this procedure is to render visible the internal 
surface of the uterus throughout its whole extent and to permit 
the inspection of the uterine cavity in the smallest folds of mu- 
cous membrane by the naked eye, without the aid of any special 
optical instrument, the light of the sun or of any ordinary lamp 


furnishing sufficient illumination. When once the uterine cavity 


is opened and dilated, it is possible to carry to any part of the 
wall of the uterus, under direct control of the eye, any instrument, 
such as a bistoury, curette, caustic or actual cautery, with as 
much ease and precision as in operations upon external organs. | 
The manner of dilation is as follows: The position of the pa- 
tient is of prime importance. That which is preferable, I may 
even say indispensable, is that of Bozeman, or the genu-pectoral 
position. The perineum should be forcibly elevated by a Sims’ 
speculum of as large a size as possible. In case the pathological 
process, which necessitates or justifies the dilation, has not pro- 


duced more or less potency of the womb, the dilation should be 


commenced by inserting any instrument which can be easily in- 
troduced, such as a uterine sound or a urethral bougie. The size 
of the instrument should be gradually increased, choosing in each 


case such a one as is best adapted to the size and shape of the 
cervical canal. When a certain degree of dilation has been ob- 


tained by this means, the further procedure is the same as when 


the canal has been normally or pathologically dilated. It is at 


this point that the use of iodoformized intra-uterine tampons is to 
be commenced. | 
These tampons of cotton vary in size from that of a pea to 
that of an almond. A double thread is attached to their center. 
They are prepared by plunging them into a ten per cent ethereal 
solution of iodoform, drying them rapidly by exposure to the air 
and keeping them in a well-stopped bottle. These tampons are to 
be carried to the external os by long curved dressing forceps. 
They are then pushed little by little into the uterine cavity by a 
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stiff metallic rod, having the size and curve of a uterine sound. 


They should pass completely through the internal os into the 


uterine cavity. The threads should be tied together into a single 
knot and passed into the vagina. Thus, at the first sitting, several 
tampons may be introduced, three, four, or even more, and they 
should be allowed to remain for twenty-four or forty-eight 
hours. 

At the end of that time the tampons should be deeied: nnd 
after washing out the uterine cavity, they should be immediately 
replaced by others, the number being increased at each sitting. 


The cavity should never remain entirely empty, as thus would be 


dost all the ground which has been gained. 
As a rule, the uterus shows a remarkable toler ance of these 


tampons. Ordi:arily no reaction occurs. Occasicnally some pain 


is introduced, but only at the commencement of the dilation, and 
it does not last long. Vulliet has noticed in one of his patients 
a nausea similar to that of pregnancy. After the first sitting 


‘there is sometimes a slight rise of temperature for one or two 


days. I have never seen a chill. 

In cases where it is desirable to hasten the first steps of the di- 
lation, the iodoform tampons may be used for a day or two to 
secure complete nepsis of the uterine cavity, and may then be 


replaced by laminaria tents, which should be removed in twenty-_ 


four hours and the tampons introduced anew. The laminaria has 
the advantage of hastening the dilation and producing a more 
uniform expansion. But it also has the disadvantage of ‘produc- 
ing traumatism, and is more painful to the patient. 

With the tampons the operator plugs the uterus as a den- 
tist plugs a carious tooth. The cavity is distended little by little, 
and advantage is taken of the space thus gained to continually 


increase the number of tampons, until finally the degree of dila- 


tion is such that when the tampons are removed and the air 
allowed to enter, the whole interior of the uterus is visible, even 
to the fundus, and the uterine cavity and the vaginal cavity have 
the appearance of a continuous canal. 

Vulliet makes use of this method only when it is necessary or 
of benefit to the patient. When the introduction of the finger 
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or the curette suffices for the treatment, dilation is pushed only 
to the extent necessary for that purpose. He has employed it in. 
a number of cases of cancer of the uterus, in the three cases of 
submucous fibrous polypus, in two large fibro myomata, and in 
one or two cases of endometritis. _ | | 

In regard to the time required for complete dilatation, it va- 
ries in different patients, according to the condition of the uterus 
and the amount of resistance of the neck. Usually it takes 


about fifteen days. When once accomplished, the dilatation may 


be maintained for a long time. In one case it was kept up for 
a year. The uterus contracts according as the quantity of 


cotton is diminished; and when it is increased, the organ ex- 


pands more rapidly and easily than at first. If the dilated 


uterus is left perfectly empty, it takes a long time, often many 


weeks, for it to regain its normal capacity. 
Thus it may be seen that continuous uterine dilatation i is very 
practicable. It is true it is often a long procedure, and requires 


_ much patience on the partof both surgeon and patient. In many 
gynecological cases it is capable of rendering valuable aid, not 
only as a means of confirming diagnosis, but especially in the ap- 


plication of direct local treatment under the control of the eye, a 
thing which, up to the present time, has been very difficult to 


accomplish. It greatly facilitates local therapeusis in many uter- 


ine affections, and it will doubtless in the future find more and 
more frequent use.— Virgil O. Hardon, M. D., in Atlanta Medi- 


cal and — Journal. 


NEW REMEDY FOR CYSTITIS. 


HAVING seen nothing concerning the new remedy for cystitis 


and hyperesthesia of the genito-urinary tract, Pichi (Fabriana 
imbricata), and being very much pleased with it, I will report, 


briefly, its action in a few cases. The first case was one of cancer 
of the uterus, where the whole anterior part of the vagina was 
indurated and contracted—the patient having to urinate every 
half hour all night, and the pain would start the tears every 
time. I gave the following prescription: R Fl. Extract Pichi 
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5v)., Liquor Potass., 3ss., Elixir Aromat. q. s. Ziij.; a teaspoon- 
ful once every three hours. In less than two days—in fact the 
first night—she had to get up but once. She took the medicine 
irregularly as required until she returned home, which was three 
weeks after, and it controlled the painful urination completely. 
Neither did she have the backache, which had been a constant 
accompaniment heretofore. 


CasE II.—A lady with frequent and painful dtination, having 


to get up four times at night. She had been overtreated by one 
of the too numerous class who see a cause for every ill that 
woman is heir to through a vaginal speculum. In this case the 


medicine acted’ equally kind and promptly, the back- 


ache as well. 


CasE IIJ.—Man with a mild gonorrhea. Stopped all salding 
of the urine at once. 


Cast IV.—An old lady, aged eighty- three, who said it ap- 


peared very strange none of the doctors could do her any good. 
She had to get up several times at night to urinate, but she had | 
an idea that there were no doctors except old men. I promised 
the medicine should relieve her in forty-eight hours. Because a 


neighbor had got along sq well with fever, she became reckless 


enough to trust a young doctor’s word, and was all right in- 


twenty-four hours, and has continued so since. 

I have tried local applications in two cases of vaginitis, and 
they were greatly benefited, and ceased using it. Am now 
anxiously watching for an old man with prostatitis and cystitis 
to come along. I owe so much to eclecticism in the short time 


I have been investigating it, that I wish to inform the brethren 


of that school concerning a new weapon of “ specific” tendencies, 
and increased consumption will lessen the cost. I ar P. D. 
& Co. alone handle it now. } 

-P. S.—Have considerably lessened the first-named dose; ; now 
give ten drops once in three hours—A. UM. Cook, M. D., in 
Eclectic Medical Journal. 
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EDITORIAL. 


The Years Go By. —Thus etideth the seventh volume of the 
Cauirornia Mrpicat JournaL. Born as a necessity for the per- 


_ petuation of liberal medicine on the Pacific Coast, it has held its” 
position through adversity and prosper ity, from hin time nF he: 


ginning for seven years past. ‘‘ Not long,’ you may say, but how 
much change have seven years made in your life? How many 
gray hairs have they added to your crown, how much of weal 
and woe have they brought you? 

If changes have not come over your fortunes during that time 
you have lacked the energy you should have had to commend you 


toa professional career. If you have not lost nor won during 
that time, you have been too sluggish for a medical man. If you 


have not noted a rapid progress in medicine, if you have not 


be caught on” to many new and valuable ideas, and appropriated 


them to your advantage, you are a drone and should reform, 
wake up, look about you and take a new grip. on the world’s 
caudal appendage. 
Toward this end the Journat will strive to aid you if you be- 
come its constant reader. 


Some New Eclectic Remedies.—Really all new remedies 
are new Eclectic remedies, but in this article we propose to call 


attention to some which have recently been developed within our 


own ranks, distinct from those which have been introduced by 
those outside of the school which chooses to distinguish itself as 
“ Eclectic.” 

It has been said that-there-is nothing new under the sun, and 
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in many respects this statement applies with much force. We 
now find many of our old-time remedies being introduced into 


the “regular” school of medicine, and their uses, which have 


long been known to Eclectics, put forward as something new. 


Thus the school which abrogates to itself the right to exist as 
the only representative of medicine, brings up the rear in thera- - 
peutics. True, within recent time they have given us antipyrine, 


theine, caffeine, hopeine, and a great many other ines, but the 


efficacy of these, except to furnish padding for their periodicals, | 


is still greatly ine doubt. Really, we doubt if allopathy has 


furnished one really valuable addition to therapeutics for the 


past year, and if we except cocaine and some few topical agents 
in dermatological therapeutics, and the doubt ful permanganate of 
_ potassium in amenorrhea, we fail to see that they have made any 
advance in remedies, except what they have obtained | second- 
hand from the new school, for the last decade. 

In the meantime our school has not been inactive. While. we 
cherish our old agents for their sterling worth, new ones are still 


being added, The important additions to the Eclectic materia med- 
ica made since the experience of the writer, form a brilliant galaxy, 


for they all seem to have come to stay, a characteristic not pe- 
culiar to many of the innovations of dominant medicine. Dr, 


Pruitt has given us the polymnia uvedalia, unrivaled in splenic 


hypertrophy and some other indurations. From Dr. Goss we 
have the chionanthus Virginicus, the hepatic invigorator par ex- 
cellence. Dr. True has called special attention to the euphorbia 


hypercifolia in cholera infantum, and Dr. McClannahan intro- 
duced the rhus aromatica, one of the best remedies extant in its 


restorative influence in many forms of derangement of the genito- 


urinary system. Our own Dr. Bundy, now deceased, brought 


out a number of new California remedies which are of the highest 


worth, and which are recognized almost the world over. Among 


these we may name eriodyction glutinosum, or yerba santa, ber- 
beris aquifolium, and grindelia squarrosa. Dr. Richard E. Kunze, 
of New York, has introduced a highly valuable class of car- 


diac agents, the cactuses, which have deservedly taken high rank 


among the cardiac agents of all progressive and wide-awake ther- 
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apeutists. Recently, he has introduced, through the Medical Advo- 
cate, another species of cactus, the cereus speciosissimus. This 


agent, like the others introduced by him, exerts its curative influ-— 


ence upon the heart, and has proven of such important service 

in some severe cases of cardiac disease, that he considers them 

worthy of report, and we consider them worthy of reprint. 
TRICUSPID REGURGITATION FROM VALVULAR. INSUFFICIENCY. 


“Mrs. T., aged 36, a widow living in this city, called in a 
brother Eclectic to treat her, early in Ja anuary, 1878. 

“Patient belonged to the bilious- lymphatic temperament. 
Lost her husband two years ago. For several years a number of - 
other physicians had treated her for cyapeyes and nervous de- 
bility, with quinine, iron, and gentian tonics. The doctor found 
her suffering from an attack of cardiac syncope lasting four 
hours. She ‘had cold hands and feet, could not lie on her left 


side, and suffered much from dyspnea. There were lancinating 


cardiac pains toward the left shoulder blade, accompanied by 
faint feelings. The radial pulse imperceptible, and cardiac im- 
pulses much the same. The first heart’s sound or systole could 
not be made out, and the second or diastole was very feebly rep- 


resented. A gurgling sound under the ensiform cartilage con- 


vinced me that there was a leaky tricuspid valve. From the 
arrested heart’s action there followed deficient oxygenation of 


the blood and a good deal of systemic congestion. She had a 


croupal cough, with some expectoration. Headache in cerebel- 
lum and vertex. The features had a bluish or purple shade of 
color. 

“‘ Before I saw the case, the doctor had given the patient one- 
drachm doses of a saturated tincture of prickly ash berries 
every hour, until she regained consciousness. On my arrival I 
gave:— 

Cereus speciosissimus 

“Sig.—gtt. xv every three hours in a little water. 

“ Previous to my being called to see this case, the doctor failed 


to restore the warmth of the skin, with the external remedies 


usually applied in such cases. After the administration of Ce- 
reus speciosissimus, a better current seemed to flow in the periph- 


eral vessels, and an equilibrium was established. But when 


this medicine gave out a week later, and following the contrac- 
tion of a cold from wet feet, she had another bad attack of cardiac 
syncope, lasting two hours, This happened about the time of 
the first day of her catamenial flow, which received a sudden 
check. J prescribed:— 
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“'Tinct. Cereus + 518s. 


OM. Sig.—m xl in a little every three 

“Qn seeing her the following day, found that the menstrual 
flow had returned, and those distressing cardiac pains were quite 
relieved. That persistent and irritable cough of the previous day 
‘was entirely removed. The medicine was now given in doses of 


‘gt. x-xv three times a day, under which she continued to im-— 


prove. Gradually her headache yielded, and the cardiac impulses 
became more perceptible. Radial pulse likewise much improved 
in force and rhythm. 

“March 10, her feet for the frst time in a long while were 
restored to their natural warmth. 

“March 14, saw her in consultation. with the family. phy- 
sician. In consequence of having removed to new quarters, she 
suffered from some excitement and worriment. Her pulse was 


feeble, soft, and small—120 per minute, regular in rhythm. 


Heart sounds regular, but not strong, as from an enfeebled organ. 
Some throbbing of temporal arteries. Respiration a little im- 


proved Curiae the last few days. A very peculiar feature of her’ 


case is that a week preceding menstruation, the left side of 


her head and body, including the breast, spleen, ovary, leg, and 


foot, begins to enlarge or swell, which gradually again subsides 
at the decline of her period. When thus enlarged the spleen is 
painful. The left breast is at least one-third larger than the right 
one. Her catamenia was about coming on again, and I convinced 
myself of this state of affairs. As yet was unable to go in the 
street. Gave her:— 


“ Sig.—gtt. x in water every three hours, 


“March 15. Much improved every way. Very little of 
dyspnea left. The usual vertical headache, generally present at 
menstrual flow, is now absent for the first time. Took a long 
walk, lasting three hours, for the first exercise. Ordered contin- 
uation of the same treatment. 


‘March 18. Pulse full and regular, 80 per minute. The 
heart sounds stronger and systole more perceptible. Chest vi- 


brations from tremulous heart still noticeable, and about every 
ten minutes. Menstrual discharge better in quantity and darker 
in color. Spleen feels tender still, although left side swelling of 
entire body much diminished. Continue same treatment. 
‘March 20. Patient keeps on. improving. Pulse only 
75 beats a minute. Can now take considerable more exercise 


without much fatigue. Respiration free from oppression. Sleeps 
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well the entire night, which formerly it was s impossible for her to 
do. The case made a speedy recovery, and for two years after- 
wie I have heard of no further complaint of the trouble. 


CASE OF CARDIAC DYSPNEA SUPERINDUCED BY LEFT-SIDE 


PERTROPHY WITH MITRAL STENOSIS. 


‘Dr, Otto W., age 40, an analytical chemist from Switeariand, 
and residing in Williamsburg, N. Y., called on me Dec. 15, 1884. 
Digitalis, which he had given a constant trial, failed to give re- 
lief, and the other remedies suggested were of no better account. 

“ He was of a nervous temperament, and inclined to melancholy 
on account of financial misfortunes, having married a Jewess, 
against:the wishes of her parents, and raising a small family of 
children. He discovered that he could not hold his situation as — 
chemist in a manufacturing establishment. From acid fumes, to 
which he was exposed, the dyspnea grew worse, and he relin- 
quished a position only to find out that he was without friends or 
means to provide bread for the little ones. The mental strain 
upon his nérves produced an increase of cardiac trouble. Try- 
ing to get another situation, he found that walking —— 
dyspnoea and cardiac pains. Another physician, who had give 
hima few doses uf Cereus grandiflorus, which caused the heet te. 
in a ong time, him to come and see me. 
gave him :— 


“Sig.—gtt xv in a little water, four t times a day. | 

“ Under this treatment he slowly and gradually kept on im- 

proving, and for a year, during which I occasionally saw him, he 
kept tolerably well, considering the nature of the disease.” 


In an article in the November number of the eclectic Med- 
ical Journal, Dr. R. C. Ely calls attention to a new agent, the 
lithospermum canescens, which he highly extols as a local rem- 
edy in chronic ulcers, wounds, severe burns, etc. His attention 
was first called to the agent in the neighborhood of twenty-five 
years ago through observing its use by a veterinary surgeon in 
curing poll evi, and he began soon after to test it in the form of 
an ointment. He does not furnish any formula for the prepara- 
tion but has introduced it to the profession in such a manner 
that it will, in all probability, be in the market — for use. 
We extract his description of a case treated :— 


“Mr. E. R. C.,a blacksmith, aged about fifty years, on the 
evening of July 19, 1889, went into the cellar of an unoccupied 
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house near the one in which he lived, to stop a leak in a gasoline 
tank which he kept there, of which the smell of escaping: gas 
gave evidence. He carried with him an unlighted lamp and, 
after fumbling around, getting his hands, face, and clothing well 
smeared with the fluid, and being unable to find the leak, he 


passed to a remote corner of the ‘cellar to light the lamp. As 


might have been expected, immediately upon striking a match a 
terrible explosion occurred. The stair-way by which he entered 


was blown out, flooring and ceiling riddled, partitions torn down, 


and, withal, the house much in danger of being burned from 


the fire in the cellar, where the poor ‘blacksmith was, as fuel to 


the flame because of the fluid he had gotten upon his person. 
He got out of the cellar before help arrived, to do which he 
passed through the thickest of the flames, and was-rolling in the 
grass to put out the fire on him, which was quickly done with 
blankets by help soon at hand. The unfortunate man was terri- 


bly burned about the face, neck, hands, and arms, and was im- 


-mediately taken to my son’s office near. He dressed the burns, 
temporarily, with a distillate of hamamelis—the only thing at 
hand—and had the patient returned to his home while he was 
preparing other treatment. 


“The skin upon the patient’s face was but little bias, but 


that of the hands was much lacerated, and they seemed to have 


received the greatest injury. The face was of an ashen hue, and 


the injured parts swelled so rapidly that in less than two hours 


after the accident, the eyes were swollen shut, and the face and 


all injured parts much distorted. The pain was excruciating, 
and much difficulty in finding a satisfactory dressing, that could 
be borne or would be tolerated by the patient, was experienced. 


Lime water with linseed oil was thought the most: advisable ap- 


plication, accordingly it was early used and proved the best of 
all tried throughout the early stages. It may be of interest, and 
of value, to note here that a solution of chlorate of potash and 


balsam of copaiba, the recent much praised specifics, were given 


a trial, because a more cleanly looking dressing was desired, but 


neithes could be borne, and were replaced by the lime water and 


oil, carbolized, which continued most grateful and satisfactory 


till evidence of sloughing was manifest, then ices ahora oint- 
ment was substituted for it. 


“The patient was a terrible sight to behold, and resembled in 
appearance, after a few days, a fleshy cadaver that had long lain 
in pickle, as near as anything I can compare him with, and there 
seemed every prospect that he would not recover. 


“The eyelashes were burned off, and the hair also, up t to where | 
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protected by the hat. The superficial layers of the skin on the 
face and neck all peeled off, but only a few sloughs occurred 
about the mouth and chin. The hands sloughed very badly, and 
when it was evident that the patient would live even, it was 
thought they: would certainly never be fit for service again. 

‘Under the use of lithospermum ointment, however, which 
was at first warmed and brushed lightly over the parts burned, 
then covered with light cloths, the patient progressed rapidly to 
recovery, being able to be out around in a month after the acci- 
dent, and is now able to work at his trade nearly as well as be- 
fore. 

“ Anodynes were used for one week, after whiah: little internal 
treatment, except the special sedatives, and an occasional purga- 
tive as required. I may add that gelsemium did best in quiet- 
ing the great restlessness during the height of the iadlayamadory 
fever. 

“Owing to the color of the ointment, a light purple, it made a 
rather unsightly application, and was several times laid aside 
where recovery had so far taken place that any simple cerate 
would seem to have done as well, but quite as often was called 
for again because it felt more grateful to the patient. Aside 

x _ from keeping the sloughing parts clean and healthy, it acted as a 
sedative, and allayed irritation, so was kept on till every part 
healed completely. 


“Its action in this case was certainly most satisfactory, as it has” 
been in many others I might mention, and it seems probable that 
the patient would not have recovered without it. Certain it is 
that people here consider the recovery remarkable, and give my 
son much merited praise for his treatment. It is not surprising 
that he gives the credit to lithospermum ointment, and declares 
it the most. useful agent for burns in existence.” | 


A new use for an old remedy, and this is equivalent to a new 
remedy always, is brought forward by Dr. Ayer in the same 
number, The remedy is the well-known tag alder (alnus rubra) 
the value of which in chronic cutaneous affections is well known 

tousall. Dr. Ayer, arguing from its affinity for the cutaneous 
and mucous surfaces that it would favorably influence the parts 
affected in hay fever, began to experiment with it in this disease, 
and after an experience of four years in its use found it to be a 
reliable and valuable remedy. This is just now what is needed 
by the profession—an internal remedy which will affect the 
Schneiderian membrane for good. Combined with the local ap- 
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plication of galvanism such an agent will enable us to relieve a 
disease which has long been the opprobrium of the medical pro- 
fession, and made life almost unendurable during the autumn 
months. Sajous locates the points of affection in this disease 
very positively, and there is little doubt that simple galvanism 
conveyed on a probe to the affected parts will almost if not quite 
eure, Add to this the tag alder and you have it. Certainly 
California Eclectics will not be behind in these matters. We 
extract an account of a case treated and supplementary remarks: 


_ “September 5,'a prominent politician sent for me, saying, ‘Can 
you get me fixed up so I can go to the State Convention the 9th?’ 
His face was red, eyes running a steady stream; as he expressed 
it, during the night before his eyes had run ten barrels of water. 
Pupils contracted, tongue white with yellow streak in middle, a 
constant sneezing, tightness across the chest, slight acceleration 
of pulse. I gave gelsemium gtt. xxx., water 4iv.; teaspoonful | 
every four hours, alternating with lobelia gtt. v., water Ziv.; 
teaspoonful every four hours, two hours after number one. Also | 
left 44 grs. sulphite of soda powders, to take one on tongue every — 
hour after taking the gelsemium. The bowels were a little 
constipated. Left tag alder, distilled, to snuff up the nose full 
strength, every half hour. _ 

“September 6. Face and eyes natural, no discharge from eyes, 
smarting a!l gone from nose; tongue, white all gone, but a dirty, 
half-brown half-yellow look. Pulse, normal; tightness across 
the chest a little worse, with a slight cough, tickling in throat. 
Gave bryonia in place of gelsemium; continued lobelia, only 
oftener. Gave an old-fashioned dose of podophyllin with cream 
of tartar; bowels had not moved. Found uvula elongated, 
ordered tag alder to be snuffed up the 1 nose as before, and to gar- 
gle with it. 

“September 7. Tongue nearly movements of 
bowels; began to be hungry; no tickling in throat; no discharge 
from nose or eyes; no headache; some tightness across chest, 
which is always a trouble with him when he has a cold. Two 
others in family then informed me that they had begun to sneeze, . 
but had stopped it by inhaling tag alder. 

“Next day, September 8, my patient left town, returned the 
10th, but no return of the sneezing. Believing the above is a 
typical hay fever case (and of recent occurr ence) , is why I have 
been so lengthy on it, yet I believe tag alder, if properly distilled, 
will be useful in other cases. There being a distillery in town, I 
got a quantity duacitled for distribution, and last spring I gave it 
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toa number of doctors. Dr. F. H. Williams, of Bristol, sug- 


gested it be used in Bright’s disease, and in the future I will give 
a history of its use. In a letter from Dr. Williams, Aug. “95, 
1886, he says: ‘I have been experimenting with the distilled ex- 
tract you sent me (sweet fern andalnus). Sweet fern does not 
seem to hit anywhere, but the alnus does better. In eczema I] 
have had no great benefit, in chronic gonorrhea it fails to meet 
my expectations. But in a case of rodent ulcer that has eaten 


away all the upper jaw, I have had a good effect to stop the 


progress, and shall watch the same with great interest.’ 
“T also sent to Dr. Alexander Wilder, 565 Orange Street, 


Newark, N. J., a sample. He has made no report, but I have 
a letter from Auburn, N. Y., from a lady who says she was a 


patient of Dr. Wilder’s, and was benefited by the tag alder dur- 


‘Ing the past summer. She does not state what her troubles are, - 


but sent by reference of Dr. Wilder to me for some of the tag 


alder to take to Kansas, her home. If any physician should de- 


sire to try any of the distilled extract as prepared by me, I will 
send them a quart, they to pay the expressage; or I will prepay — 
the expressage on receipt of fifty cents. I believe it superior 
to witch hazel. I have a number of cases of which I have kept 
a record, but as this article is already too lengthy, I will say, 
in three cases of Bright’s disease the albumen keeps continually 


diminished, patients better; and in ulceration with great burn- 


ing of the bladder injections of tag alder have given relief after — 
trying other remedies that had failed. In acute gonorrhea it 
works well as an injection, and in a case of rodent ulcer of the - 


eye in my own practice, it has stopped the progress; and in a 
case of an old gentleman who nettled his eyes, relief was instant. 
I will freely give it to physicians to try, hoping it may be an aid 
to them. Address, A. D. Ayer, Box 103, Durham, Conn.” 


In the same number appears an article from the pen of Dr. 
Kilgour on the use of apocynum in the treatment of sciatica 
and in lumbar and crural neuralgia. The one point in which 


this report is defective is that the writer does not specify the 


apocynum. Apocynum cannabinum and apocynum androsemi- 


folium are both extensively employed, the former, however, being 
the most frequently used, is probably the kind meant. The 
article is short and we reprint it entire. 


‘‘There has appeared from time to time in our medical litera- 
ture so-called specifics for sciatica, and I know of no affliction 
more painful and heretofore harder to get rid of than this form 
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of neuralgia. I recently had to treat three cases which were 
somewhat different from each other, but all having the character- 
istic symptom of very severe pain. They were all adults, and 
two of them were women and the other a man. In the first case 
the pain was in the right groin and in the region of the trochan- 
ter, and it was so severe as to extort cries of anguish from the 
sufferer. After trying other remedies for her relief for three 
days, during which time the pain grew worse, and temporary 
rest was only obtained by hypodermic injections of morphia, I 
gave her apocynum, and in a few hours there was cessation of 


pain and it never returned. The medicine was continued two. 


days. The next case was a woman with pain in right hip and 
side, which was also so severe as to extort screams, and apocynum 


again very promptly relieved her. The third case was that of a 
man, and the pain, which came on in the night, was located seem- 


ingly in the right kidney, and forced him to get out of bed, 


screaming with the terrible suffering. This was so sudden and. 


severe that morphia was given at first and then other remedies 
were administered for four days without the slightest | benefit. 
At this time I gave apocynum every half hour, and in one hour 
there was improvement, and before two hours there was entire 
relief. This patient had been unable to straighten up or walk 


on account of the slightest jar hurting him. “Tf apocynum had 


been given in the beginning of all these cases, as it was in the 
second one, there might have been reason to suppose that had it 
not keen given other remedies could have been found that would 
have relieved, such as colocynth, or colchicum, or rhus tox, or 
arsenicum, etc., but these and others were tried first, and apocy- 
num was held in reserve to test the matter. I would like for 


others to try it in painful affections of the hips and back and 


test it on neuralgia of other parts of the body. I gave it by 


mixing thirty drops of specific apovynum with four ounces of - 


water, and giving a teaspoonful every half hour until -improve- 
ment set in, and afterward less frequently.” 


In another article in this number, which is rich in new ideas, 
Dr. Pierce calls attention to the tela aranez in spasmodic coughs 
and other nervous symptoms. This remedy is not a new one, 
and we are surprised to find so little of it in homeopathic litera- 
ture; for, considering the penchant on the part of this class for 
outlandish agents from the animal kingdom, we would have ex- 
pected to find it fully studied. Dr. Pierce has given us some 
valuable observations upon this remedy, which he has supple- 
mented by reports of a number of cases. The use he makes of 
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the agent must stimulate future investigation. At the expense 


of considerable space we will quote the clinical reports Dr. 
Pierce makes of its use:— 


“The first case, a male, aged 2 years, with a dry, whistling 
cough, spasmodic in character, resembling whooping-cough, with 


intermittent fever, no perceptible chill. * Relieved in one day 
cured in three days. 


“The second, a male, aged 4 years, had terrible, irritable, 
spasmodic cough, parents supposed it to be whooping-cough, 
cured with tela in twenty-four hours, also the intermittent fever 
in connection with it. 

“Mrs. B. had sudden weakness come on her, followed by cold, 
chilly crampings, numbness of the extremities when sitting still, 


or lying down, sexual orgasm at night, sudden weakness, and 


aching pains in pelvis, extending slightly over the whole body, 
commencing at dark and lasting until midnight, very nervous. 
Tela removed the whole symptoms in forty-eight hours. : 

“Mrs. T., age 43, in her climacteric period, had sudden hot 
flushes that came over her several times a day, followed by cold 


sweat, cold extremities, and. chilly sensations. Tela relieved her 


in two days. 
«Mrs. W., age 41, attacked with uterine and left ovarian 


_ pains; very severe cramping, and remitting pains, with cool, 
clammy perspiration, cold extremities, previously affected with 


nocturnal orgasm, sudden nervous affections, and frequent metror-, 
rhagias. A few doses of tela stopped the pains, and the flow 
ceased in a week’s use of the medicine. 

“Mrs. D., age 45, in her. climacteric period, had cilia 
twitching of facial muscles, sexual irritability, nocturnal orgasm, 


formications, and sleeplessness. Prescribed tela, which relieved 


her in a few days. 


“Miss O, had complained of headache for ten days, from oc- 


ciput to temple on the right, running to forehead, worse at night. 


Prescribed tela. Headache removed within twenty-four hours 


and no return. 


« James W. has for several days had hot flushes to come up 


suddenly, several times a day, followed by cold sweat; cool ex- 


tremities, with chilliness. - Tela relieved him in six ire 

‘George N. had weak spells that came on irregularly several 
times during the day, and regularly at six p. M., also sudden 
aching pain in the pelvis extending more or less over the body, 
lasting until midnight, with great nervousness. Cured in thirty 
hours with tela aranee. 


“George H. had weak spells that came up suddenly with air 
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puffings in his ears; would last half an hour, then were succeeded 
by cold perspiration, and cold extremities. Was relieved in 
twenty-four hours of all symptoms by the use of tela; continued 
medicine for three days and no return. 


“Mrs. F, had typhoid fever, third week, with cold extremities, 
‘Sore, aching pains in spots, worse in left foot and ankle, com- 
mencing after dark; in an hour after, followed by a severe, in- 
creasing headache in the right side, worse in the last half of the 
night. At four Pp. M. muscles of the neck stiff, and severe, aching 
pain in. terigo-mastoid, and temporal regions to occiput, cool, 
moist perspiration, cold extremities. Three drops of tincture 
lieved her immediately. | 


“Mrs. H. complained of palpitation of the heart, pulse un- 
altered, cardiac oppression, with cool, moist skin, and cold exX- 
tremities. Prescribed tela with immediate relief. 
Miss B. , ovaritis, and slight metritis, following abortion, with 
periodical pains coming on at three P. M.; prescribed quinine for 
the periodicity which only anticipated the time of the paroxysm 
that came up at one P. M. with aggravations; then I learned for 
the first time that previous to her confinement she had numb 
spells, and extreme weakness came on her suddenly, which is 
among the best symptoms that indicate the use of tela, which I 
prescribed. Relieved entirely in two days. 


“Chas. 8., afflicted with sudden painful palpitations of 
directly followed by smothering, profuse perspiration, and cool 
extremities, had been often’ troubled with numbness, removed by 
massage. Prescribed tela with quick relief. 

“Mrs. J. W. was taken suddenly with uterine colic like ex- 

treme abortion pains, sharp and constant, with nausea and rigors 
like the commencement of the second stage of labor, cold extrem- 
ities, the os cervix tender to the touch, hard and congested. 
Five drops of tincture of tela removed it in five minutes while 
other reliable medicines failed. 
“ John D., with pain in heart, came on saddenly: with smoth- 
ering respiration, numbness and cold extremities, pulse small and 
-weak, followed by cool perspiration, and the paroxysms were 
periodical. Tela relieved him promptly. 

“Miss Ida P. was troubled with cough when she was lying 
down, with a tickling behind the sternum, a cold, oppressed feel- 
ing in the chest, and numb sensations. It seemed as if much 
phlegm should be raised, but it could not. Tela relieved in a 
few hours all symptoms. 5a 

‘Mr, M. Em., an old toper, sia under treatment from 
his last delirium. Commences suddenly. at 3 A. mM. to have a 
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cool sensation running from the small of the back to the end of 
penis, with an irresistible desire to pass urine, and fiom that 
time till 6 a. mM. he passes from one to one and a half gallons of 
clear, light, straw-colored urine, composition very slightly acid, 
no sugar, no albumen and rapid decomposition. ‘Tela in three- 
drop doses every three hours relieved the paroxysmal flow when 
other medicines of good repute failed. 


“Of the physiological action of tela aranez I will not attempt 
to discuss, but to those who are competent, and are so situated 
that they can investigate its action, they will find that it has a 
dynamic power that will surprise the novice in its study, but of 
its therapeutical power I have a better understanding. Its spe- 
cific indications are these, viz., masked periodical diseases in hec- 
tic, broken-down patients. In all diseases that come up suddenly 
with cool, clammy skin and perspiration, cool extremities; in noc- 
turnal orgasm in either sex. Numbness of the extremities when 
sitting still or lying down. It relieves spasm of tlie arterioles, 
and stimulates capillary circulation. It relieves hyperesthesia 
of the cerebro-spinal nerves and the great sympathetic, that de- 
pends upon debility. Itis the greatest heart stimulant in the 
‘materia medica, and lobelia is 3 second only to it.” 


Rudimentary Organs.— Advocates of the “ special creation” 
hypothesis find considerable difficulty in assigning a satisfactory 
reason for the existence of the rudiméntary organs. Whya male 
should be supplied with nipples and not suckle his young, or 
why, in man, the appendix vermiformis should be prolonged into 
a worm-like pocket, which results only in evil, are questions 
which must puzzle the believer that every form was eopecinely 
- created for a special purpose. 


Rudiments of various muscles which have: special uses in ani- 
mals are often found in man, and many muscles which are reg- 
ularly present in lower animals are usually found in a reduced 
state in the human body. The panniculus carnosus, for example, 
by which horses and many other animals twitch the skin when 
annoyed by flies or other offending presence, still exists in cer- 
tain parts of the human body, especially about the forehead, 
where it accomplishes the elevating of the eyebrows. The pla- 
tysma myoides also belongs to this system, and though its motion 
is usually extremely limited in man, in some athletes who practice 
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massage and other means of developing the muscular system, it 
may be made to move and twitch the skin over it very energetic- 
ally. The muscles of the ear are also rudimentary, if, indeed, 
the entire external ear may not be so considered. Darwin, in > 
his “Descent of Man,” cites Mr. Toynbee, an authority on diseases 
of the ear, as stating that this is the case, though we know that 
most writers on the subject state that the shell serves the purpose | 
_of transmitting sound vibrations to the acoustic nerve. 
- The ears of the chimpanzee and orang are very much like those _ 
of man, and it has been observed that they never elevate or move | 
them; so they evidently, as in the former case, are purely rudi- 
mentary. Their disuse through long periods of time, owing to — 
arboreal habits and great strength, affording protection from dan- 
ger, has resulted in final loss of function. Darwin has suggested 
that man descended from progenitors with pointed ears, which 
Could be moved at will. One argument in this proposition is 
furnished by the presence of the rudimentary aural muscles, the 
other by a little peculiarity of the external shell present in many 
individuals, namely, a little blunt point projecting from the helix. 
His attention was first called to this by the sculptor Woolner, 
who gave pointed ears to his figure of Puck. While at work on 
this he was led to examine the ears of various monkeys, and sub- 
‘sequently those of men. Many monkeys lower in the order than 
those mentioned, have pointed ears, and the external margin is 
not rolled inward; but if this were the case the point would oc- 
cupy relatively the same position on the roll that the prominence 
noted on the helix of the human ear does. | 
The nictitating membrane, or third eyelid, common in birds 
and some of the reptiles and amphibians and even in some of 
the mammals, exists in man in what is known as the semi-lunar 
fold. In birds this membrane, which is really a duplication of 
the conjunctiva, is drawn over the cornea by two special muscles, 
The hair on the human skin, very sparse in many persons, but 
quite exuberant in some cases, may also be considered a rudi- 
mentary appendage. Darwin has called attention to the fact that 
the directions the hairs point on tlie forearm and arm of man, 
correspond to those of the hair on the anterior extremity of some 
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of the higher apes. The tufts of hair seen on the shoulders of 
many men, indicate that at some time more than an ordinary 
growth surmounted these parts. The progenitors of man might 
have been hairy creatures with manes, pointed ears, and with four 
- hands instead of two; for we find that in the human fetus, which 
at the sixth month is covered, except the palms of the hands and 
soles of the feet, with hair, the great toe stands at a right angle 
with the foot, as though to oppose the action of the remaining | 
toes. This intrauterine condition is suggestive of a former adult 
condition in which the species used four extremities for climbing, 
as the quadrumana or monkey tribes do at present. The various 
: phases of fetal life are, to say the least of it, suggestive. 

The lower orders of life, as many of the mollusca, are androg- - 
ynous,—consist of a combination of the two sexes in the one in- 
dividual. If, during the evolution of the various species, the 
departure from the androgynous state begun as low as this, each 

individual would be likely to preserve the corresponding organs 
of the doubled-sexed progenitor, though the organs not used 
would be rudimentary or in an undeveloped condition. The gen- » 
erative organs in one sex of the human family, and, indeed, of all 

- mammals, are analagous to those of the opposite one, and during 
the early stages of development in intrauterine life there is little 
difference. Those, however, which are of use become developed 
while the others remain in a rudimentary state. ) 

At birth, the mammary glands of the male infgnt are often 

found to contain a lacteal secretion, and with the good dames 
who often preside at cases of parturition, it is considered of par- 
amount importance that the breasts be ‘‘ squeezed out,” a proof, 
at least, of a power of observation of ‘those who probably never 
gave the reason for the existence of milk in the male mammary 
gland a thought. Instances have been reported where the mam- 

mary glands of men have secreted sufficient to nourish infants. 

The appendix cecum has a use in that class of animals in which 
a considerable length of time is required for the digestion of 
the food. In the herbivora its function seems an important 
one, perhaps as important as that of any other portion of the 
alimentary canal. In man it is a source of a great deal of trouble. 
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In California, where the grape abounds two-thirds of the year, 
death from impaction of the vermiform appendix is of common 
occurrence, The seeds are liable to enter the narrow pocket at 
the bottom of the cecum and provoke suppurative inflammation. 
In all probability when the near progenitors of man depended 
largely on vegetable food in the raw state for subsistence, this 
organ had ause. If not it certainly had lower down in the scale, 

_ and it remains in man as:a relic through the constancy of the 
laws of development. If the world becomes old enough it may 
finally be altogether lost, as the tail has evidently been, Judging 
from rudimentary muscles about the coccyx. | 

When the millennium comes, man will be plagued with no 
useless organs, appendages, or laws to interfere with the perfect 
performance of any of his functions, physical or psychical. 


Peroxide of Hydrogen.—This agent has been attracting 
considerable attention in professional circles within the past few 
months, and is worthy the notice of our readers. It is undoubt- 

_ edly destined to take high rank as a remedial agent. The equiv-— 
alent of oxygen contained is without doubt the active principle 
to which it owes its virtues, though there may be some further 
advantage. If the reader will peruse the article reprinted in 
this number entitled, “Oxygen Treatment,’’ he will there learn 
the most that is known with regard to it. 

It has the reputation:of dissolving the diphtheritic exudation 
when used in full strength as a local application in form of spray, © 
and as it is said to possess the property of converting carbonic oxide | 

(insoluble) into carbonic acid (soluble), thus permitting the elim- 
ination of a powerfully depressant agent from the circulation, as 
well as being an antiseptic in other directions, it may yet prove 
our best remedy for this dreaded disease. 

The Germans have led in the introduction of this remedy, and © 
the German preparation may be obtained of any druggist patron- 
ized by wide-awake physicians. It is sold at about seventy-five 
cents to a dollar a pint. Locally it may be used full strength. 
For internal use five parts of water should be added to one part 
of the drug, and teaspoonful doses given from one to four hours 
apart according to urgency of symptoms. 
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We have recently had two cases illustrative of its value in 


disease. In the first there was valvular insufficiency of both 


sides of the heart. The jugulars filled with every systole, the 
pulse was imperceptible, the breathing was stuffed and wheezing, 
the countenance was cyanotic. The patient, about a year before, 
had suffered severely from rheumatism of the heart. With these 
symptoms there was cough, as might have been expected, and there 
was severe pain in both lower extremities, coming on toward even- 
ing each day. The case was unpromising and the prognosis was. 
guarded, but in a couple of days peroxide of hydrogen relieved the 
cyanoticsymptoms by unloading the blood of its carbonized material, 
and the respiratory organs took up something like a normal func-— 


tion again. -Macrotys relieved the muscular pain, and quinine in- 
terrupted the periodicity. A little exudation in the bronchioles, 
provoking cough, was arrested by tartar emetic, and the patient. 


on the fourth day was nearly as well as usual.* | 
The second case was one of severe capillary bronchitis. The 


patient was in the hands of a physician, who, if not “regular,” 


was nothing. Suffocation from spasmodic asthmatic symptoms 
seemed imminent, and when inspiration was accomplished it 


seemed that the bronchioles were flooded with exudative material. | 


With the consent of the attending physician, a tablespoonful of 
a solution of the peroxide was given and repeated in half an 
hour. Three hours afterwards the patient was found resting 


quietly and sleeping soundly, quite a transition from the semi- 


erect position into which he was bolstered, gasping for breath, 
with cyanotic countenance, a few hours before. iss 

We have seen enough of the agent to set a high estimate upon 
its qualities, and though we know all are liable to expect too- 
much of a remedy which promises well in the start, we have- 


faith that this has come to stay. 


*Since writing the above this patient has succumbed to a severe attack 
of cardiac rheumatism. However, it does not alter the propositions here - 
made. 


| 


The Eclectic Medical Society of the State of Califor- 
nia.—The annual session of the Eclectic Medical Society of the 
State of California will occur Tuesday and Wednesday at 12 
—M., Dec. 14 and 15, at Y. M. C. A. Hall, 232 Sutter Street, 


San Francisco. 


The number of Eelectic physicians in the State is being aug- 
mented every month, and we believe that the interest in our 
branch of the profession is steadily increasing. Some of the 
foremost minds of the age are represented in this society, and no 
member will fail to be amply repaid for the sacrifice made in at- 
tending its sessions. By glancing at the list of appointments 
below, it will be seen that an important class of subjects has 
been named for treatment, and if half the appointees do their 
duty, the time will be profitably and enjoyably occupied. 

Come out and do your part in making this meeting a success. 
We are liberal so far as isms and pathies are concerned. All 
we require as qualifications for membership are a liberal educa- - 
tion and the avoidance of quackery, and other disreputable 


practices. Liberal-minded physicians of such qualification — are 
cordially invited to join us. 


APPOINTMENTS. . 


_ Orator, Dr. W. C. Harding; Essayist on Electrotherapeutics, | 
Dr. H. T. Webster; on Massage, Dr. J. L. Berry; on Hydro- | 
therapeutics, Dr. C: F. sYoung; on Practice of Medicine, Drs. 

J.C. Stout, J. 8. Coleman, M. H. Kenney; on Materia Medica, 
Drs. John Fearn, J. A. Bainbridge, C. P. Higgins; on Anatomy 

and Surgery, Drs. D. D. Crowley, E. J. Martin, ©. 8. Clark; on 

Physiology and Chemistry, Drs. H. B. Mehrmann, M. H. Logan, 

P. B. Wilson; on Obstetrics and Diseases of Women, Drs. D. 

- Maclean, J. P. Webb, F. Sage; on Diseases of Children, Drs. O. 
P. Warren, J. P. Backisto, J. W. Wright; on Diseases of the 

‘Brain and Nervous System, Drs. J. P. Schmitz, J. G. Pierce, W. 

B. March; on Diseases of the Eye, Ear, and Throat, Drs. F. Corn- 

wall, J. A. McKee, A. 8. Cook; on Indigenous Remedies, Drs. 

S. L. Blake, J. R. Redman, J. H. Giles; on New Remedies, Drs. 


R. W. Musgrave, G. W. Stout, F. P. Mitchell; on Old Remedies, | 
| 
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Drs. J. G. Hill, A. C. Keating, W. O. Buckland; on Our State 
~ Medical Society, Drs, A. W. Bixby, M. F. Clayton, C. C. Mason. 
| By order of the President, 
G. G. Gere, M. D. 


M. H. Locan, M. D., Recording ee 204 Sutter Street, 
‘San Francisco, 
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Time and the Tide Wait for No One.— With this number 
of the Journat the seventh year of its publication closes, and 
as the shades of the past close in upon it, we can look back and ~ 

see there the brilliant light of a glorious career. It appears as 

a great comet with its long and bright tail, but unlike the visitor 

of the rare atmosphere above, it comes to remain, and its light 
never ceases to shine. It does not require years of study to as- 

certain its advent, nor a powerful lens to observe its splendor 

when at last it dashes through the clouds. It does not appear 

biennially and then to remain buta short time, but it comes 

every month and then to remain for good, to enlighten the intel- 

lects of those who subscribe for it. 

We do not desire to give our readers a dissertation on “ “taffy, 
‘Suffice to say that our JourNAL has had a most successful year, 
for which we most heartily thank our co-laborers and those in- 
terested in the cause. We ask nothing more than a just and fair 
“deal.” If that be given us in the future as it has been in the 
past, we shall always be enabled to hold our own and shall ear- 
nestly endeavor to fill the pages of our publication with newsy and 
interesting matter. 


fz 


4 


x. 


BLANCHESTER, Ohio, Nov. 12, 1886. 

Pror. H. T. Wepster—Dear Sir: I have just received the 
November number of: JouRNAL; was somewhat amused at the head- 
ing of my article, “Anatomical Lubrications,” when ‘‘Anatomical 
Lucubrations” was intended. These large words will sometimes 
down a fellow. The diverse meaning of the two words, Lucu- 
bration and Lubrication, struck me so forcibly when I read the title 
of my article, that I enjoyed a hearty and prolonged laugh at 
my own expense, for I have no doubt but that I wrote it in that 
way. Accidents will happen in the best-regulated families. I 
suppose it will be taken as another instance of ‘‘ the ignorance of 
these impudent Eclectics,” who are a fungus upon the medical 
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oak, sapping their lite from the tree without contributing any- 
thing to its support. So I have heard Professor Whitacre, of 
the Ohio Medical College, say many times. 

I often think that from the many beneficial discoveries of 


Kclecticism, and from the rapid strides we are making in success- | 


ful practice and public favor, it appears that this same Allopathic 
oak would fall if it was not for the support offered by the fungus. 
Yours respectfully, Lyman Warkiys, M. D. 


‘MISCELLANEOUS PARAGRAPHS. 


Tur Canadian Practitioner takes the following from a daily 
paper, as an illustration of how the ubiquitous reporter " gets 
onto ” all the accidents which occur:— 


-“ Good- -morning, gentlemen, " said the doctor, as he walked 


into the newspaper office, “is the city editor in? Ah, yes, I see. 


‘Mr. Huntemup, there was an accident on Fremont Avenue this 


afternoon, that I thought you would like to hear of. Mrs. John 
Peduncle was thrown out of her carriage, and sustained a com- 
pound fracture of the right clavicle. She was taken home and 
medical aid summoned. Her injuries were skillfully attended to, 
and she is now resting easily. You might say that I was called, 


and have charge of the case.” By the way, doctor,” said the 


advertising manager, looking up from his books, “I would like 


to insert an advertisement for you in the Banner. I'll let you 


have it a year for $30 an inch, payable” — 
“Sir,” interrupted the doctor, with a scowl, “I never indicated: 
It is contrary to medical ethics, Good- day, gentlemen.” 


“Tg rae doctor in?” inquired a patient of the housemaid of a_ 


physician. “No, he is not,” was the reply. “ When would I 
be most likely to find him alone?” Well, his office hours are 
from two to three in the afternoon. Call then, a ond yee: will be 
pretty sure to find him alone.” — Medical Age. 


PULQUE 1S the ieinalint of Mexico. It is made out of — 
- Juice of the cactus, and is sold at acent a glass. It is said to look 


bitter, smell loud, and taste yellow, but it gets there just the 


same. | 


A CHINESE SUBSTITUTE FOR COCAINE.—In the third annual 


report of the Soochow Hospital, Dr. W. R. Lambert relates a 


case in which he used coeaine in an operation for extraction of a 


foreign body from the eye, much to the amazement of the friends 
of the patient, and others. A native surgeon who happened to 
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be in the hospital sii treatment at’ the time, was not so much 
impressed, and said that the Chinese had a similar anesthetic, 


the chief ingredient of which was “frog-eye juice.’ Upon his 


recovery he endeavored to make his assertion good, and, after a 
long search among the wholesale drug stores of Soochow, re- 


‘turned with a small, hard cake, resembling bees-wax, but harder, 


darker, and semi-transparent. This cake was cut into pieces and 
soaked some hours in water, together with a small, white, woody 
excrescence found growing upon the knot of some tree. After 
twenty-four hours the preparation was ready for use, and, upon 
trial, Dr. Lambert says it was certainly found to have anesthetic 
properties. The tongue and lips became quite numb when it 
was applied to them, and a finger immersed for some minutes in 


the solution, lost sensation to the extent that a needle could be 


thrust into the end of it without pain. The surgeon, as well as 
others, insisted that the anesthetic. property lay in the juice of 
the frog’s eye, and did not depend so much upon the other in- 
gredient. ‘T'he writer states that he has since found that the 


drug is widely known in China, though little used. —Medical 
Kecord. 


Pror. CORNWALL reverned from San Luis Obispo, where he had 
been retained for a week as an expert witness in an important 
will contest, the 23d of last month. The doctor is in love with 
that country. 


Dr. N. W. WILLIAMS, of the class of 89-83. iii been visiting © 


his alma mater, after quite a prolonged absence. He does not re- 
turn, however, like a prodigal son, who has wasted his time and 


substance, but like one who has been gathering in shekels. 


A Dayton (Ohio) doctor, who has an office on a street leading 
to a cemetery, has a reversible sign on his front. Usually he 
has a sign out on which is his name, but when a funeral passes 
he turns it over and then the following legend is displayed: 


“ Not my patient, I cure | every man that follows my directions.” 


Tuey have struck a new thing in hygiene and one involving 
the spirit of adventure. By the new scheme the invalids are 
given a change of air and scene without going away from 


home. This is accomplished by dumping the patient-into the car 


of a balloon, making an ascension to a certain height, and hold- 
ing it captive. Experiments in this direction have been made in 
India. 1t seems that a few days passed in the upper atmosphere 
braces up the most debilitated constitution.—_Wew York Medical 
Times. 
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DEap Bopirs.—Dr. H. R. Tilton, Surgeon United 


States Army, writes from San Francisco that he has read the re-. 


quest of Dr. Kennedy for information as to the best, simplest, 
and most ready method of preserving dead bodies. He has tried 
the Wickersheimer formula, and says that it is an impracticable 
method, at least for the general practitioner. “There is too 


small an amount of antiseptic material in the ~Wickersheimer 
formula to hold out any promise of success. It is impracticable 
for the average country practitioner to complete the process, by 
immersing the body, after injection, in a solution, and then in- 
close it in an air-tight case. Fortunately, this is entirely 


necessary. The following formula will preserve the body, if the 
Injection is properly done: Take of the solution of chloride of 
zinc (U.S. Ph.), one gallon; solution of chloride of sodium, six 


ounces to the pint of water, six pints; solution of bichloride of | 


mercury, one ounce to the pint of water, four pints; alcohol, four 
pints; carbolic acid (pure), one-half pint; carbolic acid dissolved 


in glycerine, one and a half pints. Mix all the ingredients and a_ 
clear solution of three gallons results, which is the} proper amount 


for a body weighing one hundred and fifty pounds. The solution 
may be injected into the aorta, but it is much less trouble to in- 


ject into the brachial or femoral artery, or the femoral vein may 
be selected. If an artery is used, the injection should be toward 


the capillaries, and if a vein, toward the heart. To satisfactorily 
inject a subject a good anatomical syringe is desirable, but a 
gravity syringe can be improvised with rubber-tubing, a stop- 


cock, and a terminal glass tube with the tip drawn to a fine point. 


‘I would suggest to Dr. K that he experiment on a few ani- 
mals, and then he can devise a formula to suit himself. I have 
found that a fluid drachm of the solution recommended is suffi- 


cient for each ounce of weight of the animal to be preserved. 


; for preserving human bodies, two and a half fluid ounces for 
each pound is a safe estimate.’’— Medical Record. 


Tue Brain or Gamperta,—M. Duval (Director of the Labo- 
ratory of Anthropology) has recently given to the Society of An- 


. thropology at Paris a detailed description of the external configu- 
ration of the brain of Gambetta. He draws special attention to 


the fact that the cortical structure in the neighborhood of Broca’s 


convolution has become markedly augmented. Usually this part 


of the brain assumes the form of an M, the two vertical limbs or 


sulci inclosing a small, valve-like portion in the shape ofa V. In 


the brain of Gamslathe: however, as has been noted in other cases 
as well, this V-shaped portion has become doubled on itself, and 
assumed the form of a W instead of a V. When we recall the 
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fact that Broca, in his memoirs, attributes to this part of the 
cerebral cortex (left or right-sided, according as the individual is 
right or left-handed) the function of articulate language, the un- 
usual development of this convolution in Gambetta and others 
confirms, to a certain extent, this opinion, now generally accepted. 


_ Gambetta was a great orator, his memory for words being most 
remarkable. He had acquired a rapid and most exact method of 


expressing his ideas. It is, therefore, somewhat admissible to 
associate his great oratorical power with this increased growth of 


cortical tissue in the of Broca’s convolution,— 
British Medical Journal. 


A SotvEnt For SorpEs.—Dr. A. D. MacGregor speaks highly 
of boric acid as a topical application in the unhealthy condition 
in which we frequently find the mouth, tongue, and teeth in severe 
cases of typhoid fever. He says, in the British Medical Journal: 
The mouth is hot; the lips dry, cracked, and glued to the sordes- 
covered teeth by inspissated mucus and saliva; the tongue dry, 
or even glazed and hard, brown or black, crusted with a fetid fur. 
Under these circumstances a pigment containing boric acid (30 
grains), chlorate of potassium (20 grains), lemon j juice (5 flui- 


_drachms), and glycerine (3 fluidrachms), yields very comforting re- 


sults. When the teeth are well rubbed with this, the sordes 
quickly and easily becomes detached; little harm will follow from 
the acid present. The boric acid attacks the masses of bacilli 


_ and bacteria, the chlorate of potassium cools. and soothes the 


mucous membrane, the glycerine and lemon juice moisten the 


parts and aid the salivary secretion.— Medical Record. 


HyprocuLorRATE OF COCAINE IN THE VOMITING OF PREGNANCY. 
—Weiss, of Prague, has used this remedy successfully in cases 
of pregnancy which had resisted all previous attempts at relief. 
The patient was weak and anemic, of a certain disposition, oa. 
had suffered in three different pregnancies from persistent vom- 
iting; in the present pregnancy her condition was serious. Weiss 
prescribed :— 


BR: Hydrochlorate of cocaine or. i 
Alcohol, enough to dissolve. 
Water 


Sig.—One teaspoonful every half hour. 

After the sixth dose three tablespoonfuls of milk were well 
borne; after the eighth, a cup of broth with egg, without vomit- 
ing. After the sixteenth dose the patient ate with relish chicken 
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broth, slices white chicken meat, and drank a glass of wine, with- 
out vomiting. The drug was then withdrawn for a time, owing 
to an increased frequency of pulse and respiration; but hourly 
doses were subsequently given, with the result of entirely check- 
ing the vomiting and enabling the patient to regain her former 
—LHndinburgh Medical Journal. 


Cocaine Appiction.—Mr. Epitor: If any reader of your 

- JOURNAL has met with a case of cocaine addiction, and will send 

me the fullest details at his command, I will thank him for the 

courtesy, reimburse him for any expense incurred, and give him 

full credit in a coming paper. J. &B. Martison, M. D. 
Brooklyn, 314 State Street. 


ADVERTISERS’ DEPARTMENT. 


In the decline of life, when exhausted nature habitually repels” 
the restorative influence of sleep, there is nothing so suitable to 
Induce healthfal repose as one-half to one teaspoonful of bromidia 


at bed-time. It may be taken for years in the same dose, with 
the same effect, and without detriment. 


E. BuRNETT, M. D., Roland, ll. , says; Celerina, as now 


_ prepared (Rio Chem. Co. ), far excels any other formula as a 
nerve tonic and vital reconstructor, that I ever used in my 
practice. It acted like a charm in two patients who came to me 
for treatment, one of whom was an old lady, fifty-five years old, 
suffering from dyspepsia, of long standing; after the usual routine 


of remedies had been used to no effect, and having seen celerina - 


recommended by some of the medical journals, I concluded to 


give ita trial. After using the mixture one week, she began to 
Improve, and to-day is in better health than for twenty-two 


years. Second case—By using celerina one month I dismissed a 
patient, cured, suffering from nervous exhaustion. 1 would not 
be without it in my office. 


‘Horsrorp’s Acip PHospHaTE is a preparation of the phos- 
phate of lime, magnesia, potash, and iron, with free phosphoric 
acid. Itis made accorfling to well-known scientific principles, 
under the personal supervision of Professor Horsford, of Cam- 


bridge, and in such form as to be readily assimilated by the 


system. For the various disorders incident to wasted or pros- 
trated energies, weakened vitality, exhaustion, headaches, nervous- 
ness, dyspepsia, etc., it will be found incomparable, giving almost 


instantaneous relief, and producing refreshing, dreamless sleep. 


For sale by all druggists and dealers in medicine. 
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A PErFEct Hyprastis.—Lloyd Brothers’ preparations have 


always given me satisfaction, but their latest, Lloyd’s Hydrastis, 


seems simply perfection. So far I am very favorably impressed 
with it. I have used it internally, as a tonic in atonic dys- 


‘pepsia. Have also used it in chronic catarrh and follicular 
laryngitis. I hail with delight the advent of their new prepa- 


ration. Many a time I have been restrained from using hy- 


drastis, topically, on account of the stain it produces. It can 


now, so far as that objection is concerned, be used without fear. 
In treating diseases of children and delicate females, the strong 
bitter has been an objection to all the preparations of hydrastis. 
Their preparation removes this difficulty. I predict for it a very 
Dr. Joun Fearn. 


‘BOOK NOTICES. 
DISEASES AND REFRACTION OF THE EYE, Wir Surcery AnD 
TREATMENT. By L. Webster Fox, M. D., Chief Clin. Asst. Ophthal- 


~mological Department, Jefferson Medical College Hospital, etc.; late 


Clin. Asst. Moorfields, England; and George M. Gould, A. B. Being 

No. 8 ? Quiz-Compend Series? 12mo. 150 pp. 60 illustrations. 
Cloth, $1.00. 

The design of the authors has been to give, within the covers 

of one small volume, a succinct and thorough résumé of the sub- 


want of such a book by the busy undergraduate, or by the busy 
practitioner, who may wish, as the authors say, to “orient him- 


_self”’ concerning the general principles and therapeutics of oph- 


thalmology, while the specialist may possibly find novelties of 
treatment, or of surgery, etc., of great practical utility. In this 
respect, particular attention may be called to the method of the 
correction of errors of refraction; of getting over the ‘ Period 
of Adaptation” of spectacles; of catawact extraction, and of 
operation for ectropion. es 
In the First Part of the work, forming one-third of the volume, 


is condensed the essentials required for a knowledge of the prin- 


jects indicated by the title, aiming to satisfy the oft-expressed 


ciples of the Refraction of the Eye, as well as for the practice of 


the correction of the errors of refraction. Part II treats of 


such Functional Disorders, paralysis, spasms, strabismus, color- 
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_ blindness, etc., as affect vision particularly and directly. Part III 


gives an account of the Special and General Diseases of the Eye, 


whilst in Part IV, the chief Surgical Operations upon the eye 
are concisely and clearly described. | 

Not the least interesting and valuable parts of the volume are 
the appendixes given at the end. Nothing could more happily 
strike the student’s need than the most excellent and full list of 
formule or prescriptions, to which references by numbers are 


made throughout the volume. The few pages of statistics show — 
a world of misery and instruction at once, and the crisp and 
piquant Clinical Hints and Maxims give evidence, that is also 
to be found on every page, that this has been no labor of a — 


mechanical or copyist sort, but that it 1s permeated by a spirit of 
exceptional independence, thoroughness, and individuality. 


Fullness of illustration must also be remarked, especially 


noticeable in a work of its size and price. Excellent cuts abound, 
numbering about sixty, most of which have been expressly made 


for this volume, illustrative of optical principles, diseases, surgi- ' 


cal operations, and surgical instruments. 
It is not exaggeration to say that the authors have herein 
effected a masterly condensation of the science and art of ophthal- 


mology, arranged in a logical order, and expressed in terse and | 


concise description; and that the student and general practitioner 
will here find, in a small space, besides much that is original, the 
substance of what has heretofore been accessible only in several 
volumes of much larger size. 

_ Will be sent by mail, post-paid, upon receipt of the price, or 
may be obtained through any bookseller. 

Address, P. Blakiston, Son & Co., Medical Publishers, Book- 
sellers and Importers, 1012 Walnut Biveaty Philadelphia. 


‘THE PHYSICIAN’S VISITING LIST FOR 1887. Published by P. 
Blakiston, Son & Co. | 


This is a handsomely oT book in various sizes, contain- 
ing an almanac, a list of poisons and their antidotes, a list of the 
standard reference books, list of new remedies for 1886-87, 
blank leaves for visiting list, monthly memoranda, blank leaves 
for addresses of patients, blank leaves for obstetrical engage- 
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ments, record of births and deaths, cash accounts, etc. Al- 
together it is one of the finest and most complete publications of | 
its kind we have ever had the pleasure of possessing. The book 
is sold by all booksellers, ranging from $1.00 to $3.00. 

THE PHYSIOLOGICAL, PATHOLOGICAL, AND THERAPEUTIC EF- 


FECTS OF COMPRESSED AIR. Edited by Andrew H. Smith, M. 
D., and pubjished by George S. Davis, of Detroit, Michigan. 


In 1873 the writer published a report on ‘“‘'The Effects of High 
Atmospheric Pressure, Including the Caisson Disease,” which — 
embodied his experience as surgeon to the East River Bridge 


Company, during the sinking of the caisson on the New York 


side, together with a résumé of thé literature on the subject up 
to that time. A new edition of this report being called for, a 
chapter has been added, giving, in a condensed form, the thera- 
peutic uses of compressed air. This chapter is confined to the 
consideration of the pneumatic chamber, in which the conditions | 
are the same as those in the caisson, except that the pressure is 
less and the period of exposure is not so prolonged. 

In the preparation of this chapter, much use has been made of 
Professor Oertel’s exhaustive treatise in ‘‘ Ziemssen’s Handbuch 
der Allgemeinen Therapie,” to which the reader is referred for 
an extended discussion of the subject in all its bearings. 


ANTISEPTIC MIDWIFERY. Edited by H. J. Garrigues, M.D. Pub- 


lished by George S. Davis, of Detroit, Michigan. 
This is a neatly prepared book of 128 pages, giving a com- 


plete and condensed mode of the antiseptic treatment of the 
mother atchildbirth. The author uses the bi-chlorate of mercury, | 


and by his method has reduced the mortality from over six to 
less than one per cent, in hospital practice. We can recommend 


the work to all physicians as a very valuable addition to their 
library. 


THE MODERN TREATMENT OF ECZEMA. Edited by H. G. Piffard, 
M, D. 


In this work the author has briefly pointed out the chief clini-— 
cal varieties of eczema, gives the etiology, indicates the princi- 
pal remedies found useful in the treatment of the disease, and 
has detailed the best manner of applying them. We are certain 
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that that which has been written by the author will prove useful 
to the profession. This book, together with the two foregoing, 
are numbers of the Physician’s Leisure Inbrary, published by 
George 8. Davis, of Detroit, Michigan, and sold at twenty-five 
cents per number, or $2.90 for a series of twelve numbers. 


POCKET MEDICAL FORMULARY ARRANGED THERAPEUTIC- 
ALLY. By Alexander Hazard, M. D., and Bernard M. Goldberg. 
Revised and enlarged by Abraham S. Gerhard, A. M., M. D. 


This work 3 is offered to the busy pr: actitioner as a pocket com- 


panion on his daily rounds, in the hope that it will materially aid 
and assist him in the treatment of disease. The recent graduate, 
about to enter upon the practice of medicine, and not yet familiar 
with the art of prescription writing, will here find patterns, by 
authors both young and old, of all nationalities. The advanced 
student will find room, on its blank pages, to treasure up, in 
their appropriate places, the latest prescriptions as they fall from 
the lips of his clinical instructor. 
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